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Website : ppw.landcarevic.net.au/ffdc                               email: ffdc1999@gmail.com 

President’s Report 
 

Welcome to the 44th edition of Tanjenong Tales. 

 

Annual memberships are due 

It is that time of year again, annual memberships are due. You will find en-

closed with the newsletter a membership renewal form. If you choose to pay by 

’bank transfer’ make sure that you  include your name in the bank transfer de-

scription area so that we can identify you as having paid. Payment by cheque is 

still an option. We would appreciate your renewal payments by the end of Au-

gust at the latest. 

 

FFDC Planting Day 

On Tuesday 1 July FFDC members planted 240 understory plants under existing 

trees along the north bank of the Dandenong Creek on the Ringwood Golf 

Course. 

Carex and Persicaria were planted to help bind the soil around the roots of the 

existing trees to make them more flood resistant. 

The plants were funded by Melbourne Water from their River Health program. 

Thanks to Viv for organising the event. Thanks to Frank, Anita and Bill. We 

managed to complete the planting in under 2 hours. 

Finally, thanks to the Ringwood Golf Course Management Team for allowing 

us to hold the event and to the Knox Bushland Management Team for the loan 

of the Hamilton Tree Diggers. 

 

(Continued on  page 2) 

Volunteers at the Yarrabing Wetlands planting on 24 May 

 



 

 

 

 

President's Report (continued) 
 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

We are planning a sausage sizzle fund raiser at Anaconda in Bayswater later in the year. Check the 

FFDC website for the details. 

 

Shared pathway update 

Works to repair the shared pathway on ‘The Bluff’ near Simpsons Crt in Heathmont are nearing 

completion. We expect the pathway to re-open sometime in late winter or early spring. 

 

Newsletters 

From now on we are going to provide members with an option to receive their newsletters via email 

rather than in the post. If you would like your future newsletters emailed to you please email our 

membership secretary Barbara Richards on barbarajrichards@hotmail.com. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The FFDC AGM will be held on Thursday 11 September starting at 7:30pm in Room 4 Maroon-

dah Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood. We encourage all members to attend. The 

AGM will be followed by the normal September committee meeting.  

 

FFDC 15th anniversary 

We celebrated our 15th anniversary in May this year. FFDC was formed in May 1999 and we are 

happy to report the group is still going strong. 

 

Charlie Miller— President 
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Reeds in the creek near the walk bridge in Heathmont. See article on page 4 
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Yarrabing Wetlands Planting Day 

We had a beautiful sunny morning for our community planting at Yarrabing Wetlands on Saturday 

24th May in the section closest to Eastlink and adjacent to the Dandenong Creek shared pathway. 

There was a very good attendance, over thirty five people planted 500 plants in less than one hour. 

We had volunteers mainly from the Latter Day Saints church but also from Ringwood Field Natural-

ists, Wantirna Lions Club and the Maroondah branch of the Australian Plant Society. Afterwards 

everyone enjoyed a BBQ compliments of Knox City Council. I would like to thank Paul Ulloa from 

LDS and John and Hailey from Council for their support. 

As this site is marshy during the wetter periods of the year, many wetland plants were planted.  A 

large number of the Carex apressa (Tall Sedge) were planted, this plant forms a large leafy tussock, 

that are eaten by caterpillars like the “Spotted Skipper Butterfly”. The other plant widely planted in 

this area was Lomandra longifolia (Spiny-headed Mat-rush).  Lomandra’s are important food plants 

for many different skippers and butterflies as they provide valuable nectar during breeding seasons.  

These plants dense growth also provides valuable habitat for skinks, frogs and other insects.  To 

provide more protection for birds, larger shrubs with spines were planted like Bursaria spinosa 

(Sweet Bursaria) and Coprosma quadrifida (Prickly Current Bush).  Both plants provide nectar for 

many beetles (Jewel, Longicorn and scarab beetles) and the seed is selected by a wide variety of bird 

species. 

Anita Infanti 

Melbourne Waterways—Trevor Blake 
 

Melbourne is frequently classed as ‘Australia’s’ or even ‘The World’s’ Most Livable City’, which is 

debatable, particularly if you are a Sydneysider. Melbourne certainly doesn’t have the magnificent 

waterside, harbourside vista that Sydney has, but we do have our creeks and river systems, which 

have become highly valued in recent years.  

It wasn’t so long ago that these were treated as drains by every municipality they passed through. 

Municipal histories of many of our suburbs describe the foulness we subjected each waterway to. I 

remember wandering along the Merri, Darebin, Mullum, Dandenong and Koonung creeks, and be-

ing struck at just how much we were abusing them.  

I remember too being impressed at the potential these drainage channels had with their majestic 

trees, cliff faces and gurgling waters. but the foulness we had subjected them to was overwhelming. 

So the community began to shout ‘enough!’ Local groups were formed including the Yarra River 

Conservation Society, Friends of Merri Creek and Mullum Mullum Bushcare Group. 

The Dandenong Creek came under fire in the late 1960’s when areas in Bayswater were being 

flooded and the current thinking was to straighten the meandering creek bed so the water could drain 

quickly; but were to? A bitter fight erupted with the local residents trying to retain some 1500 huge 

Manna Gums and associated flora, between Boronia Road and Bayswater Road.  

An alternative plan was submitted to the Dandenong Valley Authority. Before submitting it entailed 

a group of residents gaining agreements from a local land owner to sell a parcel of land at a very low 

price to allow an alternative drain to be constructed to preserve the creekscape. Plans for the alterna-

tive were then professionally drawn up. The media was informed and interested and some thirty odd 

newspaper articles were written and several TV segments were presented.  

As it turned out, the Dandenong Valley Authority was a Statutory Body and the CEO, an engineer, 

had complete autonomy and his final words to the group were: ‘It will not be altered and I don’t like 

trees!’  

The outcome, however, was that the state law was changed so such a decision could not be repeated. 

Incidentally, homes began to be flooded downstream near Carrum as the water was moving through 

too fast. Studies showed that meandering streams slow water flow – amazing! So this is a small 

glimpse into the waterways history and why the Dandenong Creek is a drain for some of its length.  



FFDC Committee for 2013-2014 
 

President: Charlie Miller 

Vice-President: Vivien Holyoake  

Secretary: Vicky Pearse (minutes) 

         Barbara Richards (membership) 

Treasurer: Frank Sullivan  

General Committee: 

Heidi Victoria MP 

Bill Jones 

Chris MacFarlane 

Tim Hughes 

Ashley Miller 

Matt McCabe 

Lex Edmond 

 

Life Members: 

Barry Robinson 

Frank Sullivan 

Vivien Holyoake 

 
Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month (Feb to Nov) starting at 7:30pm in Room 

4 at the Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood, Ave, 

Ringwood. 

Dates to mark on your calendar 
 

Thursday 11th September 2014 —7:30 to 

8:30pm—FFDC Annual General Meeting at 

Maroondah Federation Estate, 28 Greenwood 

Ave, Ringwood. 

 

FFDC Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser—date to be 

confirmed at Anaconda in Bayswater. Check the 

FFDC website for details. 

 

FFDC Weeding Event—sometime in Spring 

on a date to be confirmed. Check the FFDC 

website for details. 

 

 

 
For more up to date information on the events above 

you can check details on our website: 

ppw.landcarevic.net.au/ffdc 

 

Next edition of the newsletter is in November 2014, 

please email me your ideas for articles or stories of 

interest by the end of October at : 

ffdc1999@gmail.com 

Spotlight on a Committee—Lex Edmond 
 

Like other members of the Committee, I was 

born in country Victoria- Kyabram in the Goul-

burn Valley. My father worked in a bank, and as 

he was promoted we moved to progressively 

larger towns. Mildura is the place where I have 

my earliest memories, with the "mighty 

Murray" and the river red gums featuring. 

I've lived in Melbourne since I was eight, but 

still like going back to the Murray- Rutherglen 

is a favourite spot. I've worked as an industrial 

chemist and scientist, and like many with my 

background, we enjoy the natural environment 

in our spare time as an "antidote" to the man 

made world in which we work. 

I got involved only recently with FFDC. My 

motivation being to improve the Heatherdale 

Creek and associated wetlands between Canter-

bury Rd and Dandenong Creek. As is the way of 

the modern world, I found FFDC via a web 

search, and was instantly impressed. Since join-

ing the committee, I have also become involved 

in other projects, like "water for the Winton 

Wetlands", that is being championed by fellow 

committee member Tim Hughes. Right now, I 

look forward to my first tree planting day and a 

tremendous future. 

Common Reeds—Viv Holyaoke 
 

Phragmites australis is the common Reed. It 

grows worldwide. Some experts consider the 

American version is a subspecies, but basically 

there is only one sort of reed no matter where 

you find it. A very useful plant people have 

found it too for thousands of years. One of its 

more well known uses is making baskets such 

as the one Moses was placed in as a baby. A 

number of small bird species also  think they 

make a marvellous home. 

Heather Graham of Melbourne Water was de-

lighted when she saw it growing along Dande-

nong Creek in Heathmont during one of her 

Creek inspections because another use it has is 

to stabilise the banks of the Creek with its roots 

and make the Creek safer to be near. The wetter 

weather of recent years has given the reeds a 

chance to grow in several places along our 

stretch of Creek. Given the devastation caused 

by flood events and the expense and effort re-

quired for plantings alongside our Creek, all we 

can say at this stage  is the more reeds the bet-

ter. 

 

Spotted! 
 

Gang-Gang Cockatoos along the creek in au-

tumn and early winter. 
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