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Website : http://ffdc.friends.melbournewater.com.au/ 

President’s Report 
 

Welcome to the 40th edition of Tanjenong Tales. 

 

Clean Up Australia Day 

We had another very successful Clean Up Australia Day event on Sunday 3rd 

March. See the full story and photo on page 3. 

 

Melbourne Water Grant 

We have been successful in securing $1,700 from Melbourne Water’s River 

Health Grant scheme. The money will cover administration costs such as news-

letter production and insurance. Importantly it also covers the cost of tree plant-

ing along the northern banks of the creek along the Ringwood Golf Course.  

 

FFDC tree planting on Ringwood Golf Course 

FFDC has planted a further 50 manna gums along the northern bank of creek 

from Eastlink up to "The Bluff" in Heathmont. The trees were funded by a 

River Health grant from Melbourne Water. These trees have replaced ones from 

recent plantings that have either been washed away in floods or died. 

A big thank you to Tim Hughes who single handedly planted 40 trees including 

digging the holes and driving in the stakes. In addition Tim has kept them wa-

tered and a l ive through the  summer  ho t  d ry spe ll . 

We acknowledge the support of the Ringwood Golf Course management team 

and the River Health team from Melbourne Water. 

 
(Continued on  page 2) 

Barry Robinson (left) and Frank Sullivan admiring the new seat at Yarrabing Wetlands 

 



 

 

 

 

President's Report (continued) 
 

Weed control program 

It is pleasing to see the weed control program along the creek bank in the area known as "The 

Bluff" near Simpson's Court in Heathmont is having a positive effect. Combined with the dry 

weather the spraying of cape ivy, wandering jew and onion weed has these weeds under control for 

the time being. 

 

Anzac Day Sausage Sizzle Fund Raiser 

We need members and volunteers to help on Anzac Day at our annual sausage sizzle fund raiser at 

Bunnings Bayswater from 10:30am to 4:30pm. This is a very important event for FFDC each year. 

Money raised supports our activities during the following year.  

 

We need to run 3 shifts of 4 (or ideally 5) people per shift. If you can spare 2 hours to help prepare, 

cook or serve sausages that would be fantastic. Contact us on the email address on page 4 if you can 

help. It really is an enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

 

Preparation for National Tree Day 

Site preparation is well advanced for the FFDC National Tree Day event on Sunday 28th July. We 

are again planting in Manson’s Reserve Wantirna, just east of last years site. The Maroondah Bush-

land Management team has sprayed the thick kikuyu grass and commenced mulching.  Thanks to 

Craig Mauger and his team. Look for details on our website. 

 

Congratulations to Heidi Victoria MP 

Congratulations to Heidi Victoria for her recent promotion to state cabinet and appointment as Min-

ister for the Arts, Women’s Affairs and Consumer Affairs. Heidi is a long serving committee mem-

ber of FFDC. 

 

Charlie Miller— President 
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Automatic weather station with mural—another initiative of FFDC and Melbourne Water 

 

 

 



  The Ringwood Spiders footy club and FFDC members on Clean Up Australia Day—Sunday 3rd March 
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Clean Up Australia Day— Sunday 3rd March 

In perfect weather around 40 volunteers and members collected 30 bags of assorted rubbish as well 

as several large car parts and a table along the creek from HE Parker Reserve down past Eastlink. 

Once again the main items of rubbish were plastic drink bottles, cans and plastic bags that enter the 

creek via the storm water system around shopping centres upstream. In recent years the amount of 

rubbish along the creek has grown significantly. The local community needs to recognise the ongo-

ing efforts of a small band of people like our own Vicky Pearse and Anita Infanti who regularly col-

lect rubbish along the creek all year round. Vicky has collected over 60 bags of rubbish along the 

creek over the past 12 months, an amazing effort for which all creek path users can be truly grateful. 

 

Thanks to Frank Sullivan and the committee and players of the Ringwood Spiders footy club who 

for the second year running did a wonderful job collecting many bags of assorted rubbish. 

 

Thanks to the MacFarlane family for putting on the free sausage sizzle afterwards that was enjoyed 

by all volunteers and members. 

 

Thank you to the FFDC members and volunteers for your efforts on the day. A special thank you to 

our "clean up queen" Vicky Pearse who picked up many bags on her own, plus assorted car parts 

and other hard rubbish items.  

 

And finally, a special thank you to our newest member Foaud Ghattan who joined FFDC on the day. 

Foaud picked up several bags of rubbish in and around Scott's Street Reserve. 

 

Looking forward to seeing members and volunteers at our Clean Up event in 2014. 

 



FFDC Committee for 2012-2013 
 

President: Charlie Miller 

Vice-President: Vivien Holyoake  

Secretary: Vicky Pearse (minutes) 

         Barbara Richards (membership) 

Treasurer: Frank Sullivan  

General Committee: 

Heidi Victoria MP 

Bill Jones 

Chris MacFarlane 

Tim Hughes 

Ashley Miller 

Matt McCabe 

(1 vacancy) 

 

Life Members: 

Barry Robinson 

Frank Sullivan 

 

Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Thurs-

day of each month (Feb to Nov) starting at 

7:30pm in Room 4 at the Federation Estate, 32 

Greenwood, Ave, Ringwood. 

Dates to mark on your calendar 
 

Thursday 25 April—Annual sausage sizzle 

fund raiser at Bunnings in Bayswater from 

10:30am to 4:30pm. We need a minimum of 12 

people for 3 x 2 hour shifts. If you can assist 

please contact me on the email address below. 

 

Saturday 8 June—Yarrabing Wetlands plant-

ing starting at 10:00am. Meet at end of Magno-

lia St in Wantirna. Melways map63 F3. Contact 

Anita at infafam@ozemail.com.au for more 

information. 

 

Sunday 28 July—National Tree Day Planting 

in Manson’s Reserve Wantirna from 1:00 to 

3:30pm. Followed by a free sausage sizzle.  

 
For more up to date information on the events above you 

can check details on our website: 

http://ffdc.friends.melbournewater.com.au/ 

 

Next edition of the newsletter is in July 2013, please email 

me your ideas for articles or stories of interest by the end of 
June at : charlie.miller@optusnet.com.au 

Spotlight on a Committee Member—Frank 

Sullivan—Foundation and Life Member 

I settled in Wantirna in 1963, when I married a 

country girl and being from the country myself  

the country side of Wantirna was what I was 

looking for. 

 

Being a football umpire, I did a lot of my train-

ing at the Ringwood Golf Links, which was 

then the local tip. The Dandenong Creek used to 

meander in and out of the many trees that were 

in the vicinity of the creek.  The shared pathway 

was built about 1970. What a shock, Good Fri-

day 1999. I was running along the track near 

Manson Reserve and came around the corner 

and there in front of me was complete devasta-

tion. Melbourne Water had come in and de-

stroyed all the trees along the creek. I could 

hardly believe what I was seeing. The tractors 

were still along the creek and they had not fin-

ished  the job. As the Easter holidays were on us 

and I reckoned that they would not be back till 

the next Tuesday, I got one of my neighbour’s  

to come with me on the Tuesday morning and 

were waiting for the contractors to arrive, which 

they surely did. Val and myself stood in front of 

the tractors and told them to go home, as we 

were not moving which they did. I then con-

tacted our local state minister Gordon Ashley 

and we organized a meeting to protest against 

the destruction that Melbourne Water had car-

ried out and were not finished. The main con-

cern it would seem were the willows in or near 

the creek. At this meeting a vote was had to 

decide if the willows would be removed or 

otherwise. David Josuha, a very clever man 

with University degrees, told the group that 

while the willows were not the best tree, they 

kept the banks together and stopped the ero-

sion. Gordon Ashley, a very clever politician, 

did not like the willows and  got the Melbourne 

Water contractors to attend this meeting and 

they voted to have the willows removed I think 

by one or two votes.  FFDC started from there. 

How Melbourne Water have changed their atti-

tude with the willows in recent times spending 

many hundreds of thousands to try and stop the 

erosion in the Dandenong Creek. In my time of 

14 years with FFDC the quality of the creek 

has definitely improved and it is great to get 

our children involved in tree planting  and 

Clean Up Australia Day along the creek. 
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