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President’s Report  - Welcome to the 64th edition.

It’s shaping up to be a busy 2021, and I think we are all
looking forward to getting our hands dirty and planting
some trees over the coming months. We’re thrilled to
announce that as part of Rotary’s 100th anniversary, we
will be partnering with Rotary Bayswater and planting
100 trees along the creek in Bayswater¡ at this year's
World Environment Day planting in  June.
A special thank you to the bushland team at
Maroondah Council, who have been going above and
beyond, and supporting the skink revegetation site at
Connolly Reserve in North Bayswater. This included
watering the 2,500 plants a number of times over
Summer, hand weeding the area, and brush cutting the
weeds.
In order to provide additional support to a number of
local environmental groups in our immediate area,

FFDC will be formally offering grant co-sponsorship
to these organisations shortly.
We have received some very positive feedback on our
short film on the eels, with over 28,000 viewings on
social media, and would encourage everyone to share
the video.  See story on page 4.
Lake Knox received a welcome surprise in early
February, with the hatching of a Blue-billed duckling.
The ducks had been exhibiting breeding behaviour
from December, and this is the first recorded hatching
at the Lake for the Blue-billed.
Site preparation is well underway for our World
Environment Day and National Tree Day events this
year, and we’re looking forward to seeing everyone
again onsite (COVID restrictions permitting).

Anthony Bigelow - President

Blue billed duckling on Lake Knox Sunset along the day lighted section of the creek
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Pollution Monitoring
The real time pollution monitoring sensors have been
in place transmitting data in 5 locations along the
Creek between Bayswater and Vermont since June
2020. Some ongoing fine tuning of alerting has been
required (given this is new technology), however we
are picking up pollution events.We hope to be able to
provide public access to the real time data being
collected, in the coming months.

Drain Sock Trial
Late last year FFDC was awarded a community
development grant from Knox Council, for a trial of a
drain sock (to capture rubbish). We are now working
with the Council to finalise the location and
implementation of the sock. We believe this is the first
trial of this technology in Melbourne.

MW Support Grant
FFDC has been awarded a Support Grant from
Melbourne Water to the value of $1000. This money
helps cover FFDCs administrative costs associated
with being an incorporated body. This includes items
such as insurance, incorporation fees and website
hosting.

FFDC Clean Up Australia Event
A BIG thank you to all of the 40 or so volunteers who
came to our Clean Up Australia Day event along the
creek in Bayswater on Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday
7 March.  It was wonderful to see a large turnout, but
especially good to see how the quantity of rubbish
collected was down on last year's record of 46 bags; it
amounted to around 15 bags this year. We also thank
the volunteers who regularly clean up litter along the
creek as they enjoy this wonderful area.

We finally got to put up our new marquee and other
branded signage, thanks to Knox Council for the grant.
See photo below.

Thanks again to our joint partner Jackson Taylor MP -
he really did roll up his sleeves and get his hands dirty.

5000 Likes on our Facebook page
In celebration of over 5,000 likes on our Facebook
page we would like to thank every single one of you
who have helped us reach a new milestone! That’s
right, 5,000 likes!!
You promote our content by viewing, reading, liking,
commenting or sharing it and we really appreciate it
A big thank you to all 5,000+ fans for all your support
and appreciation. To get to our Facebook page click on
this link @FirstFriendsofDandenongCreek.

Our new marque and signage FFDC Clean Up Australia event

Page 2

https://www.facebook.com/FirstFriendsofDandenongCreek/


Tanjenong Tales - March 2021

Recording bird sightings on eBird.org - Part 1
eBird, a database, is among the world’s largest
biodiversity-related science projects, with more than
100 million bird sightings contributed annually by
birdwatchers around the world and an average
participation growth rate of approximately 20% year
over year.
In the section of the creek where FFDC has been
contributing to projects there are now several existing
‘hotspot sites’. John Cull (FFDC Committee person)
has recently set up some additional ‘hotspot sites’ in
the database to make it easier to record your bird
sightings. One of these is the Mint St. Wetland in
Wantirna and the other is in Bayswater North where the
creek has been daylighted by Melbourne Water. The
image below shows a map of the area in eBird with
‘hotspot sites’ marked on the map. Bird sighting data
can be entered into a site by using the web based tool
(https://ebird.org/australia/about/resources/finding-bird
s-with-ebird) or the dedicated (eBird) app for mobile
devices, which are both easy to use. Initially, you will
need to set up an account. Once setup, there is
extensive online help and a tutorial. It is also optional
but helpful to upload photos which help to verify
sightings. Data eventually makes its way into the
Biodiversity Atlas of Australia.

More in the next newsletter. If you need additional
information in the meantime to get started, send us an
email to ffdc1999@gmail.com.

EoDC2 Update
There are two main programs being developed.
Pollution Reduction:
Monash University has been appointed for 3 years to
undertake R&D works associated with live pollution
detection in Old Joes and Bungalook Creek industrial
catchments. The works will involve the design,
experimentation and installation of a high resolution
data logging network within the council underground
stormwater networks to detect abnormal flow events.
End of catchment pollution treatment trials have been
underway for the past 12 + months in RMIT’s
laboratories with a number of successful pollution
removal techniques. Planning is underway to have site
trials beginning within 12 to 18 months at the outlet of
Old Joes Creek in Bayswater for base flow treatment.
Biodiversity, Connectivity & Greening our
Environment:
Approval from Vic Roads for Melbourne Water to
undertake works, for up to 10 years, to restore the
biodiversity of the site at the junction of Bungalook
and Dandenong Creek, bounded by the railway line in
Bayswater North, is imminent.
Investigations into the potential extension of existing
biodiversity corridors along Dandenong Creek are also
underway with mapping and GIS works currently
being undertaken.

eBird image with ‘hotspots’ in our area of the Creek Junction of Dandenong and Bungalook Creek
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Saving Our Skinks Project
The COVID-19 pandemic restrictions on outdoor
gatherings has meant the project is on hold. We are
hoping we can restart later in 2021 and will keep you
updated on developments.

Save our Sugar Gliders Project
Mapping of habitat corridors is occurring at present
within Heathmont, however the rollout of the nesting
boxes will not be occurring until early 2021.

If you are interested in supporting this work and can
host a nest box in your garden or school, then please
contact us at: ffdc1999@gmail.com. To date, we have
around 16 Heathmont residents who have registered
their interest.

Please note, you must fall within the Sugar Glider
survey zone, which is the area bordered by Canterbury
Road, Heathmont Road, Dandenong Creek and
Wantirna Road.

Lizard Lounge Project
The implementation of our successful $13,000 Federal
Government grant, in aid of sensitive revegetation of
land for the Glossy Grass skinks, is nearly completed
following the successful planting of 2,300 specially
selected plants for skink habitat. FFDC has been
working with Maroondah Council and David De
Angelis to deliver the project since late last year. The
objective is to convert a previously mown grass area on
council land along the creek in an area known as
Connolly Reserve, over to skink friendly habitat.

Eels of Dandenong Creek Video
It’s been a long time coming, however the First Friends
of Dandenong Creek, proudly announced the release of
our short film, ‘The Eels of Dandenong Creek’ on 17
February. See links below.

The concept for the film came out of a pollution event
that we witnessed along Dandenong Creek in
November 2017, and we’ve been wanting to tell the
story of our short finned eels ever since then. The film
touches on their amazing lifecycle, what the eels meant
to our indigenous nations, and how urbanisation is
affecting them.

Youtube link: https://youtu.be/umZlNGATy0E

Facebook link: via our page -
https://www.facebook.com/FirstFriendsofDandenon
gCreek. Click on Videos

With thanks to:
·         Uncle Dave Wandin from Wurundjeri
·         Knox Environment Society
·         Dr Dave Sharley and Steve Marshall at Bio2labs
·         Dr Wayne Koster at Arthur Rylah Institute
·         Kirsty Heiner's fantastic animation work
·         Michael Portway at Remember the Wild
Melbourne for bringing it altogether.
·         Lord Mayors Charitable Foundation and Living
Links for sponsoring this film.

Finally, a big thank you to our President, Anthony
Bigleow for bringing the whole project together.

Dates to mark on your calendar

FFDC World Environment Day Planting Event  -
Saturday 5th June 2021
Details of these events will be provided by email and on  our
website and Facebook page closer to the day.

Spotted
A Blue-billed duckling on Lake Knox. There are only
17 wetlands in Victoria where Blue-billed ducks have
been recorded breeding. This now makes it 18. This
hopefully is a game changer for the Save Lake Knox
campaign.

This newsletter is published by First Friends of Dandenong
Creek Inc.  We acknowledge the support of Maroondah
Council for providing the printed copies.

Next edition of the newsletter is in July 2021, please email us
your ideas for articles or stories of interest by the end of June
2021 to: ffdc1999@gmail.com.
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